

CHAPTER II.

DURING PHILIP SIDNEY'S BOYHOOD.
1554-1568.



.HILIP SIDNEY was born at
Penshurst on Friday the 30th
of November, 1554, being christ-
ened Philip in honour of the
husband of Queen Mary, whom
his father had escorted to Eng-
land a few months before. King
Philip was himself one of the
godfathers, the other being John Russell, Earl of
Bedford; and for godmother the boy had his lately
widowed grandparent, " the most virtuous Lady
Jane, Duchess of Northumberland/' *

Pleasantly situated in the valley of the Medway,
and but a few hours' ride from London, Penshurst
was as restful a place as might be found for Sir

* Sir Henry Sidney's Psalter. The date always hitherto given for
Philip's birth is the 2gth of November ; but the entry in the Psalter is
authoritative. According to it the event occurred at " a quarter before
five in the morning."
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